
NYC Ferries Purchased by the US Navy for use in the Civil War
(similar to the USS Fort Henry )

Pre-war 
Commercial 

Name
Owner Builder Hull Number Date Built

Length
(feet)

Beam
(feet)

Depth
(feet)

Displacement
(tons)

US Navy Name Squadron Sold to Photo(s)? Notes

(none, new)
Union Ferry 
Company

1862 150.5 32 11.75 519
USS Fort 
Henry

EGBS
$69.689.74

East River Ferry 
Company

(none known)
Became Huntington. Burned at 
Hunter's Point (NY) Feb 21, 
1868.

Ethan Allen
Williamsburg 
Ferries

1859 (Brooklyn) 143 33 12 512
USS Commodore 
Barney

NABS
$38,000

(none, new)
Union Ferry 
Company

1863? 154 32 11 542
USS Commodore 
Jones

NABS
$83,000

Nuestra Señora 
del Regla

1860 376
SABS
$42,409

Intended to go to Cuba

(none, new)
Union Ferry 
Company

8 532
USS Commodore 
McDonough

SABS
$42,409

(none, new)
Union Ferry 
Company

1862 152 32 11 532
USS Commodore 
Morris

NABS
$42,409

Union Ferry 
Company

Oliver Hazard 
Perry

Williamsburg 
Ferries

Stack and Joyce
1859
(Williamsburg)

143 33 12 512
USS Commodore 
Perry

NABS
$38,000

John Paul Jones 154 32.6 11.666 542
USS Commodore 
Jones

NABS

Hunchback
Staten Island & 
New York Ferry

Roosevelt Joyce 1852 179 29 10 578 USS Hunchback
NABS
$45,000
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Marion
Williamsburg 
Ferries

Simonson 14647 1861 143 33 8.5 514 USS Morse
Patomac River
$40,000

Sommerset
Union Ferry 
Company

22876
1862
(Brooklyn)

149 (151?) 34 (34.33?) 11  (16?) 521 USS Sommerset
EGBS
$69,690

Union Ferry 
Company

Retired 1914

Atlantic
Union Ferry 
Company

Burtis 1857 179 33.5 6.25 650
USS Commodore 
Read

Patomac River

Clifton Simonson?
1861
(Greenpoint)

210 40 13.5 892 USS Clifton WGBS #H59143 - www.history.navy.mil

1862
(Greenpoint)

181 32 13 709 USS Shokokon NABS

New York Ferry 
Co.

John Inglis 1857 200 34 11.666 750 USS Southfield NABS

Stepping Stones? 1861 110 24 4.5 226
USS Stepping 
Stones

Potomac River

Simonson 1861 822 USS Westfield

Burtis
1850
(Brooklyn)

326 28.166 8 326 USS Whitehall SABS 


